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What is a World-Class Bike Plan?

[1] Holistic

[2] Progressive

[3] Data Driven

[4] Opportunistic

[5] Engaging



[1] Holistic



Plan Framework



Goal: Increase bicycling trips in 
Montgomery County

• Objective: Increase the percent of 
Montgomery County residents who 
commute by bicycling to #% by 
20##.
– Metric

• Percent of residents who commute 
by bicycle.

– Data Requirements

• Method of transportation that 
people use for the longest distance 
segment of their trip to work. 
(American Community Survey)

Defining the Vision



Realizing the Vision

Calgary



Realizing the Vision

Austin, Texas



Realizing the Vision

Silver Spring



Monitoring the Vision



Monitoring Report

Objective Metric

Target Actual

2022

(5-year target)

2027

(10-year 

target)

2017

(baseline)

2019

Goal 1: Increase bicycling trips in Montgomery County

1.1 Percent of residents who commute by bicycle.

1.2

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the Silver Spring TMD.

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the Bethesda TMD.

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the North Bethesda TMD.

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the Friendship Heights TMD.

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the Greater Shady Grove TMD.

Percent of commuters who bicycle as part of 

their commute to the White Oak TMD.

1.3*

Percent of boardings at Red Line stations that 

access the station by bicycle.

Percent of boardings at MARC Brunswick Line 

stations that access the station by bicycle.

Percent of boardings at Purple Line stations that 

access the station by bicycle.

1.4*

Percent of elementary school students who 

travel to school by bicycle.

Percent of middle school students who travel to 

school by bicycle.

Percent of high school students who travel to 

school by bicycle.



[2] Progressive



Realizing the Vision



Trails
off-road paths | stream valley trails

Bethesda Trolley Trail Sligo Creek Trail

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Separated Bikeways
sidepaths | separated bike lanes

Woodglen Drive MacArthur Blvd

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Striped Bikeways
buffered bike lanes | bike lanes | advisory bike lanes | 
climbing lanes

Stewart Lane Stewart Lane

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Bikeable Shoulders

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Shared Roads
bicycle boulevard| shared street

Cesar E Chavez Blvd, Portland
(source: Toole Design Group

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



[3] Data Driven



if it isn’t measured, it doesn’t exist



Do Not Bicycle (~37%)
Everyone else

Tolerate High Stress (~7%)
Very comfortable on non-residential streets without bike lanes

Tolerate Moderate Stress (~5%)
Very comfortable on non-residential streets with bike lanes

Tolerate Lower Stress (~51%)
Less than very comfortable on non-residential street with or without
bike lanes

Jennifer Dill and Nathan McNeil, “Revisiting the Four Types of Cyclists: Findings from a National Survey,” 
Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board, forthcoming.

Level of Traffic Stress





www.rackspotter.com

Bike Stress Map



Dwelling units that can access the metro station on a low stress bicycling: 53%

Example: Glenmont Metro Station

DRAFT



Dwelling units that can access the elementary school on a low stress bicycling: 14%

Example: Rock Creek Forest ES

DRAFT



[4] Opportunistic



Redevelopment Opportunities



Life Sciences
Center

Life Sciences Center



Life Sciences Center



White Flint

White Flint



White Flint



Silver
Spring

Silver Spring



Silver Spring



Bus Rapid Transit



[5] Engaging



505 e-letter distribution

321 twitter followers

23 community meetings

6 community advisory group meetings

4 planning board reviews

3 conferences

2 crowdsource maps

1 technical advisory group meeting

1 interactive maps

1 webpage

Engagement



www.mcatlas.org/bikeconnections

Crowdsource: Bicycle Connections Map



www.rackspotter.com

Crowdsource: Bike Racks



Project Manager

David Anspacher

301.495.2191

david.anspacher@montgomeryplanning.org

www.montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan

@mcbikeplan 

Questions?


